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(L-R) State Sen. Joe Hardy; lobbyist
Jeanette Belz; Curprice Smith-Luckert and
Executive Director of Cosmetology Vincent
Jimno.
It all began in March, when Curprice SmithLuckert decided to expand her family-owned
salon, Angel Hair Braids, to Las Vegas from
Beverly Hills, Calif. Soon after she began
researching the new market, Smith-Luckert
discovered that hair-braiders in Nevada
were required to complete the same number
of cosmetology school hours – 1,200 — as
stylists who specialize in chemical
processes. The 27-year-old recently sat
down with Black Image to discuss her
successful drive to change that law.
What made you decide to open a business in Las Vegas?
We had several clients who would travel from Las Vegas to our salon in Beverly Hills to be serviced.
They would always ask us to consider opening a location in Las Vegas, saying, “We could really
use your service in Vegas for black hair care.”
What does your salon specialize in?
For our Las Vegas location, we plan on specializing in hair restoration, full-service styling and
braiding. These will be our primary services, and then we will have nail services and sell hair.
Tell us about your crusade to change the Nevada law on behalf of hair braiders?
There was a previous Nevada law that stated hair braiders had to have 1,200 hours of cosmetology
school in order to braid hair as a business and to get a hair design license. I challenged this and the
law was changed on July 1. Currently, we are respectfully waiting for the law to be enacted.
What inspired you to fight the law?
I did a lot of research and found that California also pushed for people who braided hair to have a
cosmetology license. I found that a woman in San Francisco fought the law and won. I called the
Nevada State Board of Cosmetology several times to state my case, indicating that most
cosmetology schools don’t teach braiding of the hair, so how do you expect people to learn it in
1,200 hours of cosmetology school that has a focus on chemical hair processing? I initially got
nowhere with my complaint, so I looked up Nevada’s legislative statues which had gone into effect
in 1984. I called the Nevada legislature and spoke to people on how I could start the process to
change the law. I called Sen. Joe Hardy’s office and his assistant was kind enough to get me a
meeting. My husband and I drove nine hours from California to Carson City for the meeting, and
fortunately the senator understood my issue and put me in touch with Vincent Jimno, executive
director of cosmetology for the state of Nevada, as well as lobbyist Jeanette Belz. I went back to
California and started to put information and documentation together supporting why hair braiders
should not be put under the same laws as cosmetologists. I had to state my case before the
Legislature — the Assembly and the Senate. I won every time with unanimous votes, and now
Senate Bill 193 is law that was signed by the governor, stating the hair braiders in Nevada only have
to have 250 hours of cosmetology school dealing with sanitation and other things.

Where is your business located?
Our Hairess Featuring Angel Hair Braids is located at 2080 East Flamingo Road. People can
contact us at 702-778-2668.
Welcome to Las Vegas!
Thank you!

